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Daily Life and Ordinary People: Everyday
Resistance and Hidden Transcripts in
Kaor1 La1’s White Terror Fiction

Li, Shu-Chun” * Hsu, Kuo-Ming

Abstract

This paper examines how ordinary people practiced everyday resistance
during Taiwan's White Terror period through a close reading of three stories from
Kaori Lai's Portraits in White: "Mr. Ching-chih," "Ms. Wen-hui," and "Miss.
Kathy." It explores the interconnections between practices of disengagement
(exit), hidden narratives, and individual subjectivity within broader historical
structures. Drawing on Michel de Certeau's concepts of strategy and tactic, James
C. Scott's analysis of weapons of the weak and hidden transcripts, and Albert O.
Hirschman's framework of exit, voice, and loyalty as tools for distancing from
authority, this paper investigates how ordinary actors engaged in daily resistance
through both thought and actions. Through these three stories, Lai reveals how
the White Terror regime scrutinized Taiwanese individuals—questioning their
political loyalties, impacting their use of local Taiwanese and Japanese linguistic
expressions, and ultimately excluding many from public office. Lai challenges
traditional White Terror historiography, which often focuses solely on resistance
or suffering, by depicting how ordinary people's search for daily stability gave
rise to practices that oscillated between submission and resistance, blurring the
boundaries between victim and perpetrator. While “Mr. Ching-chih” presents
an outward facade of regime loyalty, Lai embeds subtle forms of resistance
within its subtext. In  “Ms. Wen-hui,” Lai portrays the protagonist—a female
domestic helper—as a metaphor for the Taiwanese people, depicting how she

" Professor, Graduate Institute of Gender Studies, Kaohsiung Medical University.
" Ph.D., Department of Chinese Literature, National Chung Hsing University.
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preserves her identity through small daily acts of resistance against regime
policies. Finally, the narrative of "Miss. Kathy" reveals how forced exile became
a form of "exit" that, paradoxically, expressed overseas Taiwanese people's
resistance to regime control. Through these three stories, Lai illuminates how
ordinary people during the White Terror embodied various forms of resistance—
whether through tactics of exit, hidden transcripts, or daily refusal to be
governed.

Keywords: Kaori Lai, Portraits in White, Daily Practice, weapons of the weak,
hidden transcripts
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