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On the Significance and Value of the
“Philippine Sinophone Poetry Exhibition™
in the Taiwan Literature Journal
Sunshine Collection

Hou, Chien-Chou’

Abstract

The "Sunshine Collection" Poetry Society, which publishes Sunshine
Collection, was once positioned as a street movement for modern poetry or,
symbolically, a street movement for Taiwanese literature. Since 1982, "Sunshine
Collection" has been allied with the Philippine "Cultivation Garden, " making
it the first poetry society in Taiwan to form an alliance with an overseas literary
society officially. Sunshine Collection has published a total of 13 issues,
including six consecutive "Philippine Sinophone Poetry Exhibitions," which
were unique among Taiwan's modern poetry magazines prior to the lifting of
Martial Law.

Sinophone literature within Taiwanese literature once shared a
close relationship with Philippine Sinophone literature, forming another
developmental trajectory that resonates globally. By further analyzing the works
of Sunshine Collection and the Philippine Sinophone Poetry Exhibition, we
can observe that some of these poems align with Taiwan’ s literary trends by
"returning to reality" while also reflecting the themes and local characteristics
of the Philippines. These traits stand in contrast to the mainstream subjects of

Taiwanese literature at the time.

" Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Studies, National Quemoy University.
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This paper explores Taiwanese literature within the context of international
Sinophone literature, considering its two-way perspectives and practices as a
classic example of such interactions.

Keywords: Philippine Sinophone Literature, Sinophone, Ong Kok Tong, Tianchee
Go, Grace Hsieh-Hsing
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