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War Legacies and Trauma Narrative:
Exploration of Subject Construction of
Overseas Chinese Female Writer Huang
Meizhi’s Prose Writing

Lo, Shih-Yun

Abstract

“War” is an essential clue for understanding modern East Asian society.
The frontline of the battlefield and the rear society outside the battlefield
are inseparable. The wartime experience of rare society encompass social
mobilization and daily life, with sphere of everyday life closely tied to the
practice and effects of “ideological warfare.” War intensified the modern
evolution of border space, identity, and regional mobility among East Asian,
reshaping subject consciousness, identity configurations, and ideological
activities. The formation of Taiwan’s post-war social culture must also take into
account the Second Sino-Japanese War and the legacy of “wartime China” under
Nationalist rule, including its influence on population movements, wartime
experiences, and memory politics. Accordingly, this article examines the essays
of the Overseas Chinese female writer Huang Meizhi (% % %, 1930-2014), who
experienced life in both China and Taiwan and was a political victim. It explores
the cultural shifts of “wartime China,” the growth trauma they caused, and the
intertextuality between the writer’s life memory and literary representation.
This analysis seeks to trace the movement, disintegration, and reconstruction of
the body/identity of writers with wartime experience outside Taiwan. It further
examines how these identities interact with the post-war social and civil war

" Assistant Professor, Graduate Institute of Taiwanese Literature, National Chengchi
University.
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context of Taiwan after their arrival, uncovering diasporic writing and the subject
constrcution of “wartime China” generation.

Keywords: Huang Meizhi, war, social civil war, trauma narrative, subject
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