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Chou Lan Ping and the Legend of
the Green Island Serenade

Shen, Tung”

Abstract

The Green Island Serenade is a famous and legendary popular song composed
by Chou Lan Ping and written by Pan Ying Jeh in 1954. It has been widespread in
Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, and China since late 1950s, and
even been reinterpreted from the prisoner’s and political views. However, thorough
researches on this song have not been carried out yet. This paper attempts to explore
the Green Island Serenade from both historical and analytical perspectives. First,
Chou Lan Ping’s musical backgrounds and life experiences are examined to address
the question of why the Green Island Serenade was composed in the first place.
Second, I try to give a picture of how the Green Island Serenade was distributed in
the 1950s and 60s Taiwan by investigating its appearances in the broadcast system,
film, and record publications. Third, an analysis of the lyrics and music of the song is
provided to look into the musical structure of the Green Island Serenade.
Fourth, I try to construct a map of how the Green Island Serenade was distributed
in Asia during the 1960s and 70s. Finally, I will focus on various political
interpretations of the Green Island Serenade by Taiwanese and Mainlanders to
explore why and how it was widely adopted.

Keywords: Taiwan, popular song, the Green Island Serenade, Chou Lan Ping,
Four Seas Record Publishing Co

* Professor, Graduate Institute of Musicology, National Taiwan University.
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