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Desire, Enlightenment, and

Historical Debts: A study of

Trauma and Narrative in L1
Yongping’s The End of the River

Ko, Chia-Cian"

Abstract

In The End of the River, Li Yongping narrates a story of rainforest and river.
With folkloric elements of local tribes, spirits, and desire, he presents a story about
his rite of passage in colonial and postwar rainforest. Li’s delicately compelling
stories about the rainforest reveals his experience in and memory of the old country,
leading readers into the world in Borneo.

From the perspective of bildungsroman and enlightenment, this study explores
how Li orchestrates the narrative to present a unique vision prominent in rainforest
stories. The study also focuses on how Li goes through reincarnation via words. The
following questions will be addressed.

(1) How does an imaginary space substantiate a narrative about the rainforest,
simultaneously realizing the rainforest and recalling a primitive but bruised
world of Borneo?

(2) How does the enlightenment of desire prompt Li to consider historical debts
in Borneo? With descriptions of his rite of passage, the libidinal impulse
seems to have become an inexcusable debt that is at the same time a lyrical
force behind the narrative.

As a mnemonic device, The End of River may be read as Li’'s memoir through

which to trace the origins of trauma in the rainforest. Dialectically, Li must revisit the
origins of trauma by way of the story, thereby locating the meaning of his writing.

* Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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Writing about trauma helps to (re)present the history of Borneo; it is cathartic on the
one hand and creative on the other.

Keywords: Lee yongping, The End of the River, Historical Debts, Desire, Rainforest
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