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Isomorphic Words:
A New Perspective for the Study
of Dialect Etymology

Yang, Hsiu-fang’

Abstract

While it is quite common to study dialect etymology by comparing cognates
with regular sound correspondences, we found that isomorphic words, e.g. synonyms
with parallel morphological structure in related dialects, could be of great assistance
in a different way. Thus, both cognates and isomorphic words are helpful in
etymological studies. In this paper, three sets of isomorphic words from the Southern
Min dialect are discussed: tsip2 inl lau7 pe7 (inherited from one’s father & /& ¥ ft
R )~ si7 tua7 lap5 (parents KB ) ~ kol tsia5 (to coax i#s &5 AL
% ) . Through the comparison of parallel morphological structures, the core etymons
of these sets could be identified successfully as & (#sig2) , K (si7) , and X,

(tsia5 ) . Parallel morphological structures are found everywhere when comparing
Southern Chinese dialects to their northern counterparts. Hence, the comparative
study of isomorphic words detailed in this paper present a substantial contribution to
the field of historical linguistics.

Keywords: omparative study, cognates, isomorphic words, loan words,

semantic extension

" Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University
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