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The Science Fiction Narrative
and Aesthetic (Re)imagination
in Luo Yijun’s Ming Dynasty

Huang, Tsung-Chieh”

Abstract

Written in the genre of science fiction, Luo Yijun depicts a story of how the
civilization of the Ming Dynasty was compressed into a robot’s brain and launched
into a planet in outer space in his novel Ming Dynasty. Luo reveals his reflections on
civilization by anachronistically interweaving real people, news and current events
that readers can relate to with historical vignettes of Chinese Ming Dynasty and an
imaginary Taiwan as seen from the future. As soon as it was published, the novel
provoked heated debates over national identity. Instead of looking at the much-
talked-about political ideologies, this paper provides a close reading of the novel to
grasp what Luo seeks to convey through the science fiction narrative and the ethics
and aesthetics issues thus entailed so as to further tease out the tension brought forth
by the form of the private novel. This critical reading of Ming Dynasty contends
that Ming Dynasty is not so much a novel about national identity as a manifestation
of the author’s personal (re)imagination of literary creation through Ming Dynasty
aesthetics.

Keywords: Luo Yijun, Ming Dynasty, science fiction narrative, aesthetic

imagination, [-novels

* Professor, Department of Sinophone Literatures, National Dong Hwa University
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