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Female Alliance:
Representations of Sexutality
and Gender Politics
in The Silent Thrush

Tseng, Hsiu-Ping"

Abstract

This essay analyzes the film The Silent Thrush, the earliest lesbian film among
the reserved ones in Taiwan. It investigates the influence of homophobia in Taiwan’s
society on lesbian film criticism and how the film’s depiction of lesbian desire and
the performance of the female body highlights the subjectivity and agency of lesbians
and women, while revealing the social inferiority of lesbians and straight women.
By focusing on the film’s narrative of female alliance, this essay identifies the
distinct position and condition of lesbians within Taiwan’s cultural and social
context in comparison to their gay counterparts, so as to foreground the gender
perspectives which queer studies usually neglects. This essay argues that, through
blunt representation of lesbian lust and the female body, The Silent Thrush eliminates
the impact of social stigma and discrimination on the desire of both heterosexual
women and lesbians imposed by the mainstream gender hegemony. By affirming
lesbian and female subjectivity and agency, this film challenges the male gaze and
bourgeois taste. Such a narrative articulation of living conditions of both heterosexual
women and lesbians formulates the complexity and diversification of local lesbian
and lower-class female individuals, and thus implies abundant aesthetic and political
potentialties. This essay also points out the difficulties and limitations which female
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alliance faced in the context of heteropatriarchy during the time when this film was
produced. In reconsidering the meaning and the historical position of gender politics
in the lesbian film The Silent Thrush, this paper aims to expand the scope of gay-men-
dominant study of Sinophone queer cinemas.

Keywords: lesbian desire, local women, local lesbian, lesbian film, queer film,

queer cinema



