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The Commandment / Boundary of
Civilization: Tourist Exhibitions and
Taiwanese Terroir in Osaka Shosen’s The Sea

Tsai, Pei-Chun’

Abstract

This paper examines The Sea (Umi), a magazine published by the Osaka
Shosen Kaisha between 1924 and 1943, exploring how maritime travel knowledge
participated in the construction of modern Japan’s oceanic imagination and its
colonial tourist gaze. Drawing on the analytical framework of “The Commandment /
Boundary of Civilization,” this article reveals the dual discursive operations
at work in The Sea. The “Commandment” and the “Boundary” are mutually
constitutive: the former established the modern subject position of the modern
traveler approaching the domain of the Other, while the latter provided the colonial
landscape toward which that subject directed its gaze. The article further argues
that the magazine’s “Commandment” constructed a set of modern travel norms
that internalized the ideology of “to voyage by ship is to be civilized” into the
everyday consciousness of its readership, cultivating a modern traveler defined
by middle-class consumer sensibilities. Meanwhile, the “Boundary,” operating
under the rubric of “Discovering the Real Taiwan,” traced three parallel paths —
the primitivist romance of eastern Taiwan, the local color of rural and pastoral
landscapes, and the image of a livable paradise shaped by modern colonial
governance — thereby demarcating the line of vision between the civilized and the
uncivilized, and rendering colonial landscapes into mirror spaces through which
the modern traveler confirmed their own sense of civilizational superiority.

Keywords: Osaka Shosen, The Sea, Taiwan route, Taiwanese terroir, tourist
exhibition
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