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The Narrative Strategy and
Local Perspective of Zhang Fu’s
landscape Writing

Koung, Shih-Yao’

Abstract

Zhang Fu is regarded as one of the most important literary figures in
Taiwan during the Qianlong and Jiaqing periods of the Qing dynasty. His Ban
Song Ji is the first published indigenous author’s collection of poems in his own
name, marking a significant milestone in literary history. This thesis takes Zang
Fu’s landscape writing as the primary object of analysis. It argues that his early
works were shaped by the influence of literati officials, reflecting an inclination
to incorporate imperial order and aesthetics into his writing. However, as his
personal experiences evolved, he gradually adjusted his modes of travel and
narrative techniques. In addition to employing allusion to contrast the two sides
of the strait and highlight the istinctiveness of Taiwan, Zhang Fu frequently
introduces guiding figures—such as mountain monks, elders, and fishermen—
to mediate different perspectives on the island’s landscapes. Over time, with the
accumulation of age and experience, his observational mode shifts from outward
extension to inward reflection. This transformation enables him to move beyond
the inherited perspectives of literati officials and to develop a more differentiated
aesthetic sensibility, thereby renewing both the content and form of his writing.

Keywords: Zhang Fu, landscape writing, travel prose, character design, local
perspective
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