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The Politics of Affect in Science Fiction:
Bodily Imaginations and Intimate
Relationships in Women’s Science Fiction
in 21 Century Taiwan

Lin, Wen-Hsin

Abstract

This paper investigates the collective emergence of Taiwanese women
writers in science fiction around the 2020s, focusing on Hung Tzu-Ying’s The
Voyagers ( {E1T7# ) 2018), Lin Hsin-Hui’s Defective Human Models ( (¥
WEATE) 2020), Zero-Contact Intimacies ( { ZEhfE#i%%) 2023), and Hsiao
Yi’s A Place Called World ( { %Rt F AR ) 2020). Their simultaneous
engagement with the genre not only signals a new literary phenomenon but also
generates distinctive creative momentum. Notably, these works converge on the
exploration of intimacy and affective relations through speculative perspectives,
a development with significant literary-historical implications.

The analysis draws on Gilles Deleuze and Félix Guattari’s What is
Philosophy? (1991), particularly their Spinozist account of the body. For
Deleuze, the body possesses the capacity both to affect and to be affected, with
affective forces redefining the body itself. Within this framework, the ethical
question concerns how such forces operate, manifest, and assemble to activate
the body’s agency.

Through this lens, the paper reconsiders contemporary science fiction’s
imagination of “human bodies” and “mechanical bodies,” moving beyond the
rigid human/nonhuman divide. By examining the affective assemblages and

" Ph.D. Student, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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bodily configurations in these texts, it argues that Taiwanese women’s science
fiction captures the rhythms of diverse bodies and articulates a “futurity of
affect.” In doing so, these works envision new forms of humanity, relationships,

and sensations within literature

Keywords: science fiction, Body, Hung Tzu-Ying, Lin Hsin-Hui, Hsiao Yi
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'* Brian Massumi, “Of micro perception and micropolitics” in Politics of Affect (Cambridge:
Polity Press, 2015). pp.47-82.
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